
Bride's first act after ceremony is to kneel before her mother-in-law with a cup of tea, symbolizing acceptance of older woman as head of the family. 
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r-------, ELLIE LEE, a former airline stewardess, 
was married to restaurant owner Harold 

N 
Lim in Vancouver's Chinatown recently. 

r , On the surface it was a convention
ally fashionable Western-style wedding. 
Yet there were several undertones to it, 
reverberating from a civilization far 
older than that of the many Occidental 
guests and which, mostly, went unheard . 

However Westernized Chinese-Canadians may be
come, they are never completely swallowed up by 
this do-alike continent. Much of the superstition 
vanishes from their ceremonies, but the best of the 
symbolism remains to emphasize such old-fashioned 
virtues as marital fidelity, filial devotion and the 
delicate art of subtle hospitality. 

Thus, after the wedding ceremony and the inevi
table studio photographs, the newlyweds' first act was 
to go to their new home, wher.e Nellie put on a 
heavily-embroidered Chinese jacket over her wedding 
dress. Then she (Continued on Page 4) 
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"Daisy Mae-Li'l Ahner" mock wedding is fun 
at a shower given by the Vancouver YWCA 

gids for Nellie, who had been living at the 
YWCA, and for another prospective bride. 

Chinese Wedding 
«(:ontinued from Pace 3) 

, 
prepared a special tea spiced with Chinese dates and 
lotus seeds which, kneeling, she proffered to her 
mother-in-law. Harold's father is no longer living 
and by her act Nellie acknowledged his mother's posi
tion at the head of the family. By solemnly accepting 
the- tea, the mother also accepted Nellie into the 
family. 

At the reception which fQllowed, the bridal couple 
did not leave until the last of the 500 guests had 
wined, dined, danced and departed. ~e following 
evening there was..&-· banquet for at least the same 
~e older folk, relatiVeS-arur-cnudren~ 

Harold and Nellie visited every table, greeting each 
guest individually, serving tea to the women, drinks 
to the men, although there was an abundance of both 
already on the tables, and about 30 rare Chinese 
dishes which never appear on public menus. 

Next day, having amply and cheerfully discharged 
their social obligations, the Lims were at last free to 
go on their honeymoon . 

. Victoria-born Harold Lim has lIved all his life in 
Canada. At 38 he is Western in dress, idiom and atti
tude. Nellie, who is 28, was born in Victoria, too, but 

. brought up in Shanghai, where she worked as a stew-

At Chinese shower, gift ribbons are tied in a 
big loop after Nellie's engagement ring has 
been threaded through. Ring passes from girl 
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ardess for Chinese National Airways before coming 
back to Canada as a stewardess for Canadian Pacific 
Airlines on the Vancouver-Tokyo-Hong Kong run. She 
favors the clinging, Chinese-style dress, slit from 
ankle to calf, for everyday wear, but is completely 
emancipated. 

VET the few touches of symbolism were more than 
.I. just a gesture toward Harold's mother <the only 

one of their parents still living), who came here years 
ago from China and still speaks no English. They 
were also a link with cultural traditions to which the 
Chinese, as do other ethnic groups in Canada, cling 
instinctively in an attempt to retain some of their 
individuality . . 

Even so, it was a far cry from the old days, when 
marriages were arranged by the parents and bride 
and groom often met for the first time at the wed
ding ceremony. 

There was no indication that Nellie or Harold 
checked to see which sign of the five elements - fire, 
water, metal, wood, earth-the other was born under. 
In some parts of China it is still out of the question 
for a man with a fire Continued on Pace 6) 

to girl. When Nellie, with eyes shut, calls 
"Stop," the girl holding it is supposed to 
be next bride. Girl in right foreground won. 

/ 

At the shower given by Nellie's sister-in-Ia,.·, 
Mrs. Wilbert Lim, fine china predominates as 
gifts. Girl with hat is one of Nellie's sisters. 

Nellie's brother, Harris Lee, a civil engineer 
from Edmonton, who gave her away, adjusts 
the pearl-trimmed headdress which holds veil. 
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(Nellie's younger sister May) leave Hotel Vancouver for the evening 

Chinese Wedding 
(Continued from P~e 4) 

disposition to marry a girl born under a water ele
ment. for water puts out fire. Similarly. fire burns 
wood and water washes a-way earth. However, it is 
perfectly proper for a mJ!,n of wood to marry a 
woman of water temperament, because wood floats 
on water and it is expected that a husband will rule 
his wife . 

Nor did they consider whether or not the day they 
chose for their wedding was particularly propitlous 
according to the stars. In Chinese towns and villages, 
on certain days considered favorable for married ,life, 

; weddingS are often celebrated by the dozen. On some 
other days, considered propitious for the souls of the 
departed, it-is hard to move through the streets fOl" 
funeral processions. 

As a matter of fact, Nellie, Chinese bride in the 
fashion of 1952, chose a Wednesday 'for her wedding 
day. On Wednesday the stores are closed in Van
couver, which left several of her friends free to dec
orate the church and the bridegroom's restaurant. 
where the reception was held. 

A radiant Mrs. Harold Lim laughs as she wipes 
lipstick from mouth of her brand new groom. 
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Chinese United Church where some 300 guests were waiting. 

Tile groom's sister Eileen gives a polite bow before accept
ing tea from bride and groom who offer drinks to all guests. 
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When the bridal couple arrives at the reception, guests rise to toast 
the br ide. Stewardess on the Canadian Pacific Airlines' Vancouver
Hong Kong run, Nellie bought brocaded satin for her gown in Tokyo. 

When the last guest has departed from the sec~nd reception, held the night after the 
wedding, an exultant Nellie th)"ows her arms around Harold's neck and kisses him. 
The next morning they were finally able to leave for their honeymoon in Arizona. "" 
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